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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 

OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
URSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL 
DATED 13 MARCH 1946, 


28 June, 1946, 


COMMISSIONER; 


Captain Joseph Tubridy. 
THE GESTAPO, 


(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 

HANS TESMER, a witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

Will the witness stand, raise his right hand and repeat 
after mei 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath. ) 

Q Whet is your name? 


A Hans Tesmer 


Q You may sit down. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Merkel, wil! you please state what 


you want to prove by this witness? 
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DR. MERKEL; The witness will be questioned concerning the 
Gestapo. The activities of the verious groups , principles governing 
appointment and release of Gestapo officials. The witness will be 


questioned by Dr. Orth. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; In this line of questioning, will the testimony 


bring out a point which will have a bearing on the charges n-med in the 


indictment? 
DR, MERKEL; Yes, definitely. I wish to prove whether or 

not the majority of the members of the Gestapo were volunteers or not. 
I also want to show whether or not the large masses of the Gestspo officers 
were recruited in whet is now claimed to be criminal actions. The prosecution 
has already taken care of pert of this, due to the fact that in the meeting 
of February 20th they withdrew part of the Gestapo from the indictment. I 
want to prove now that it was organizations and groups that already have 
been excluded were not to be held responsible for this so-called criminal 
action, This group, the complete administrative group, did not have anything 
to do with what is now termed by the prosecution as criminal action. These 
questions will be asked of this witness in that direction. 
BY DR. ORTH: 

Q Witness, when did you come to the Gestapo and what were your 
duties there? 

A On March 15, 1934 I came to the Gestapo, however, even before 1933, 
I was an active stete's attorney in Berlin. 

Q What were your duties in the Gestapo? 


A I was first concerned with law matters and later on with admin- /, 





hor III 


Take 1-۳. 3, 
Meehan 
28 June 
Tesmer. 


istrative matters.from March, 1936 until I left the Gestapo in June of 
1940 I had the position of personal referendary. 

Q With the Gestapo in what Amt. were you personal referendary? 

A Before all the police in Germany were put into one organization, 
I was first with the chief of the Gestapo in the Prussian district, 

Later on I was with the main office of the Security Police, that is after 
the entire German police were put under the jurisdiction of theBerlin 
main of fice, 

Q What were your duties as personal referendary? 

A In my position with the ministry, I had to take care of the hiring 
and the advancement of all personnel of the Gestano, In this connection, 
I also had to take care of the disciplinary action and had to see that it 
was carried out, 

Q In other words, you can give us information concerning the personnel 
organization of the entire Gestapo until 1940? 

A Yes, 

Q What was the composition of the members of the Gestapo, the groups? 

A The members of the Gestapo were composed of civil servantsand non- 
civil servants, just aides, 

Q Did all these civil servants have the same duties? 

A WNo in the civil servants in the Gestapo ome has to make an essential 
difference. These servants were divided into two groups (1) the so-called 


administretive group and (2) the so-called group that carried out the actions 


and the group that did the field work. They had the same thing in the - 


police too. You had first the administrative employees, then the employees 
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that did the field work, that is the criminal wark police. 


Q What were the duties of tre so-called Vollzugsbeante? 

A They were doing the outside field work, the arresting, the 
searching, securing the confessions, etc, 

© What were the duties of the administrative employees? 

A It was their duty, their administrative duty, to take care of such 
matters as pay, clothing, food, etc, 

Q Wes there any essential difference between the administrative and 
executive members of the Gestapo? 

A Yes, there was a difference by law. 

Q What kind of a law? 

A The essential difference, as in other organizationg, was that the 
administrative employees were under the laws of the Reichs Civil Service 
law, while the executive employees were under the law of the police, 

Q Was there also a difference in their duties and designations? 

A Yes, there was a difference in their designetions as well as in 
their careers, 

Q Did it ever happen that an administretive employee of the Gestapo 
was used in en executive branch? 

A Principally no. 

Q Were there any exceptions? 

A Yes, it did hapen during special security measures, I remember 


the Olympics in Berlin in 1936 during which administrative employees of 


the Gestapo were used in these security measures that is during the Olympics, 


however, no administrative employees were ever allowed to do any executive 
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employee —788-ever—ellowed.5o—4o—any—executwe work, such as I described 
before, such as interrogations or getting information. 

Q From what group were the civil servent men taken at the time the 
Gestapo was formed and developed,? 

A They had to meke a difference between the executive end administra- 
tive employees. The members of the executive group were taken over when the 
Gestapo was formed zt the beginning of 1933 especially from the political 
departments of the police. The administretive employees were teken over 
from the administrative groups of the Police Department. Since there were 
not enough police administrative officers in the police at the time to be 
sufficient for the Gestapo, men were also taken from local administration for 
this Gestapo administration work. 

Q Were members of the party or other organizations, especially the SS, 
hired by the Gestapo. 

A There was no special hiring of members of the party from organizations 
ak as the SS since from the beginning it was realized that the new organ= 
ization, the Gestapo, had to be put on a permanent basis and the basis for 
the entire Gestapo was the police officers taken over from the former 
police officers of the political police department. These men taken over 
from the Police Department, these former political policemen, were principally 
not members of the NSDAP or the SS since they had been taken over from the 
political department, which had functioned before 1933 and many of these 


men had voted against the Nazi party. 


a 
7 
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Q On whet principle was the Gestapo enlarged or reinforced? 


A The new men taken in the Gestepo were hired, according to the 


civil service laws and especially on their qualifications. By qualifications, 


I mean the men had to have the expert knowledge that wes necessary, also 
their ا‎ s and personal actions were considered importent in 
this case. It was not necessary at all that this person be a member of 
the party or the SS, I have already 9288 that the men who were »olicemen 
before 1933 were not party members either, 

Q Out of what circle did your reinforcements for the Gestapo come? 

A The plecement of men for the Gestapo, especially for the executive 
group, came especially in the beginning from other police officers and 
groups mainly the criminal police, Secondly, also persons who were civil 
servant applicants were hired for the executive positions. In the latter 
case, I am speaking of the young men who wanted to teke over the occupation 
of an executive policemen. Among these applicants agzin there was a large 
part that were not members of the party or the SS, I want to especially 
point out that among these applicants for the executive positions in the 
Gestapo, there was not a large number of party members for the jobs in 
state railroads and state judicial organizations. 

Q Did these civil service officers come to the Gestapo because they 
had volunteered for it? 

A These civil servants as a rule did not come to the Gestapo due to 
the fact that they volunteered, No, they were sent on temporary &uty to the 
Gestapo and this temporary duty later on was changed into an official 


transfer, 
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Q Who was commanded into the Gestapo and from where? 

A As I stated already the executive branch of the Gestapo needed 
qualified criminal officers and they came from the criminal police and 
the administrative part of the Gestapo was continually needing expert and 
qualified personnel and these came fromthe administretive groups of the 


police and local administrations, During the first years, there was some 


difficulties since the Criminal police did not want to send there best men 


away. 

Q Was there a possibility for a civil servant to protest against his 
being transferred to the Gestapo? 

individual 

A For the akmkuikxtrztikve employee, there was no possibility of 
protesting against this transfer, According to the German Civil Service 
law, every civil servant was supposed to follow any orders concerning 
commandeering or concerning transfers, however, he did have the possibility 
of expressing his wishes which did not have to be carried out in the interest 
of the job, since it was always the desire when the Gestapo was bcd and 
later on to build up the personnel steff. These wishes of the civil servant 
employees were not respected or regarded, 

Q What would have happened if a civil servant employee had refused 
to be transferred or refused to be sent on temporary duty to the Gestapo? 

A The employee who would have refused to follow the order of being 


commanded or transferred would have brought about disciplinery action egeinst 


him. 
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Q What you just seid now concerning the volunteers into the 
Gestapo was not true when the Gestapo was founded as well as later on 
when additional men came in? 

A Yes, the statements I mde concerning the voluntary character 
of the Gestapo was true at the beginning when the Gestapo was organized 
and leter on when they received their replacements, 

Q During the time you were there, were any employees releefed from 
the service and why? 

A I would like to find out what you mean by released, Do you mean 
released from their civil servant status or just released by the Gestapo 
and sent beck to their orgenization? 

Q I am interested in both, 

A The only time any releases were made from the Gestepo at the time 
I was there was due to disciplinary action. Insofar as transferring back 
to their old organizations was concerned, I stated already thet was turned 
down as a rule, Only in very limited cases, men that were not usable were 
sent back to their old organizations, 

Q Was it possible that an employee left the Gestapo of his own 
free will? 

A The members of the Gestapo had the same possibility es the civil 


servant employees in every other branch of the local state administration 


service, that is the right to leave voluntarily the field of service, however, 4 


when the civil servant did retire or did leave the civil service, he had to 
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leave behind 211 the advantages that were otherwise open to him. I don't 
know of any such cases, That was the position until the beginning of the 

war and then it was not possible eny more to Leave the employment of the civil 
service according to the law. 

Q What were the duties of the employees of the Gestapo? 

A The employees of the Gestapo were required to do secondary or aid 
work, They were used in the administration of the Gestapo as technicians, 
teletypists, etc, 

Q Were any such employees used in the executive service? 

A These employees were not used in the executive service. They could 
not carry out any independant executive measures. They did not have the charac ter= 
istics or duties that were open to the employees of the state attorney's 
office and insofar as they were used in the executive group, they could 
only do more or less aid or clerical work, 

Q What were the basic principles, on which these employees were hired? 


A The so-called tarriff grouping was used in the employment of these 


Q Did members of the party, especially the members of the SS, receive 
any special advantages when applying for these positions. 

A When these employees were hired by the Civil service a large number 
of party members Mat requested these jobs. In hiring these employees when 
the same qualifications were at hand of German men, then the men that were 
in the party or the SS did receive the position and they received the advan- 
tage, however, it wes found out later on, especially thet the old party 


members were not satisfied with their positions since they saw better 
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chances of advancement in outside industry and they attempted to leave the 


Q Can you give us the relationship between the number of civil service 
employees and the number of employees of the Gestapo. 

A Yes, I can give you these figures. In the beginning, there were 
about 70$ civil service employees anë 30% other employees. As time went 
by the number of civi? service employees became smaller and the percentage 
of other employees was increased, When wer came the rate was fifty to fifty, 

Q Can you give us any statement concerning the number of people in the 
Gestapo? 

A Yes, I am in a position to make this statement. I want to say 
between 1933 and March, 1936 I did not have anything to do with the personnel 


work in the Gestapo, however, I was informed concerning 


t» 


this by the person 
who had my job before I did. I cen give you the number of these civil service 
employees according to the budget, which we were allowed every year and from 
which I can figure out how many men we had. I started out with 1933 and 
according to the statement of the Gestapo main office there were about 40 
administr=tive officers, 200 executive officers and 70 employees, 
Q I think we can skip the next years. I would like to know what the 
figure was in the last year? 
A In the year 1940 the Gestapo had 20,000 employees, of which 1,700 
were administrative personnel, 11,000 executive personnel and 8,000 EN TORR 
Q Among these 8,000 were the so-called labor personnel required to work? 


A Wo, there was no such labor recruits among these 8,000 people. When we 


0 
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did get these labor recruits, they were not hired as labor employees, but 


later they received their appoint, indirectly from us, which we received 


from the Reichs Finance Minister. 

Q Was it possible that these employees could leave the Gestapo vole 
untarily? 

A Yes, these employees did have the possibility to volunterily leave 
the Gestepo. These employees of the Gestapo, as well as were the employees 


of 


ell state and government offices were considered to be privately hired 
personnel. They had a certain period in which to tnform their employer that 
they were leaving and they could leave the service in that way. 

Q Was that also true during the war? | 

A No, I don't believe that the employees could leave during the war 
since all the employees of Government and Stete bureaus were considered as 
essential. 

CAPTAI! TUBRIDY: Please instruct the witness not to testify as 
to what he believes, only what he knows. 
BY DR, ORTH; 

Q Do you know if the employees could leave the Gestapo voluntarily 
during the war? 

A Yes, I stated before the war they could do it without any trouble, 
however, after the war started they could not do it any more since at that 
time they were considered essential and at that time it was also necessary 
to receive the approval of the employment office for leeving the job and 


the employment office did not kive such permission anymore, Le. 
$ appear Te 1 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What the witness said n nit consistant with ۱ 
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what he said before. -He—said_whai—he—telisved—and—now he testified 
to-mettere within his-mowletre, bet Rei Lantern 

BY DR. ORTH: 

Q The prosecution accuses the Gestapo of being a criminal organization. 
Do you: know of = single case that an employee asked to be released from the 
Gestapo since he did not agree with these so-called criminal actions? 

A No, I do not know of ع‎ single case during my years that I was 
employed of a man who wanted to leave tle Gestapo because of its criminal 
goals and actions. 

Q You also were in charge of hiring new members, Do you know or 
can you tell us when these men were hired whether they were asked if they 
were capable of carrying out any such criminal actions as the Gestapo is 
accused of? 

A Wo, such an examination could not have occured since we took ag a 
basis for these examinations the law end the official nature of the Gestapo, 
The Gestapo was created through reguler law during the years 1933, 1934 and 
1936. Its goals and duties were also put down in the law. My main job as 
personal referendary was to hire decent and clean employees. 

Q Did you also have as personal referendary the supervision of the 
duties of these employees? 

A I had the supervision of these employees insofar as the personal 
work was concerned. The supervision in the various special branches were 


carried out by the section chiefs, 


Q Were the disciplinary matters also taken care of in your section. 
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A Yes, the disciplinary matters were taken care of at the beginning 


in my section. Later on this work was put into a special independant 
committee's hands, however, the chief of the disciplinary section was re- 
quired to discuss the cases with me. I had the power of decision in 
this matter. 

Q In other words you cen give me informetion as to what the dis- 
ciplince measures were for any over-stepping of the law by the executive 
officers? 

A Yes, I cen give you the information. Whenever an executive officer 
acted against the disciplinary or other laws, then we immediately stepped 
into the case energetically. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What is the point of this questioning? 

DR. ORTH; The witness worked on these disciplinary matters. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; What is the yt ebd otiosi eg iaa EE 
sry-ectton-was” taken 7gsinet-the-Geetevo-membere- نوب جمدو وم‎ not-in- 
Ciíeeted—whet-tihey-Ttoldtet. Do you mean disciplinary action of the office 

عمف نسار © Cow‏ 

or disciplinary action که‎ someting that happened in the field? 

DR. ORTH: Against the executive officers. That is those that 
took care of the arrests, etc. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well. 
BY DR. ORTH: 

Q Can you give me a few examples in which executive personnel was 
disciplined or punished for any kind of criminal actions they carried 
out? 

A Yes, I can sive a few of these examples. For instance in 1937 


two members of the Criminal Section, the criminal secretary Gunnerman and 
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one of his chief assistente. 

Q We are not interested in names, 

A These two men vere sentenced in Dusseldorf because of the nistreatment 
of the prisoners, They spent one and one half years in the penitentiary. 

Q That is sufficient, Were these cases as they became known at official 
headguerters always investigated and punished? 


A Cases like this yes if they became know to official circles were 


always investigated anà the people punished, 


Q Did you as personal referenday also work on the connection of the 


Gestapo with the SS, that is the SD? 

A At the end of 1936 or in the beginning of 1937, I received a. call to 

get ready for some changes within the Gestapo to make it smaller than the SD, 

Q From whom did you receive this order? 

A I received this order from my main section chief Hauptabteilungsleiter 

of the Gestapo, et that time Heydrich. 
Q What was the reason for this equalization of rank? 

A The main reason for this was the attempt to meke uniform the entire 

security police, 

Q Did this equalization of rank designations mean the Gestapo became a 

part of the SS? 

A Theegualization of rank designations only meant a formel induction of 
members of the Gestapo into the SS. To what extent this formal induction 
is best shown by the fact that with this new incorporation in the SS there 
no necessity of SS service. The only basic waiter was that from now on 


members of the Gestapo were allowed to wear the uniform of t^e SS. 
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Q Could an employee, who received the rank in the SS through 
this rank equalization, could he refuse such rank? 

A There was supposed to be no immediate pressure concerning this 
transfer into the SS, however, it was stated in the higher circles that 
the larger part of the Gestapo members themselves requested the transfer 
into the SS, 

Q While you were still working were there any labor recruits sent 


to the Gestapo? 


A Yes, such lebor recruits were already used during my time. 


Q How did they come about, 

A The Gestapo received such labor recruits due to the fact that 
at the beginning of the war many officers of the Gestapo were transferred 
out into new organizations and sections, In order to fill these pleces, 
not only labor recruits were used, but also already retired civil servant 
employees. 

Q On what kind of directives were these labor recruits hired? 

A These emergency labor recruits were put into the Gestapo due 
to the fact thet it was an absolute necessity. This was an emergency 
measure and it included all possible occupations, 

Q Was it checked when these people were hired whether they were a 
member of the perty or one of its organizations? 

A We did not look at all upon whether they belonged to the party 
or any orgenizations when these political recruits were received, 


Q Could someone protest against being put into the Gestapo, that 


is one of the labor recruits? 
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A One of these labor recruits could not protest with any appreciable 
results against their transfer of work to the Gestapo. He could protest 
against this if he had heen called by the Post Office Department or by the 
state railroad, 

CAPTAI' TUBRIDY: We will have a recess for ten minutes, 


(THE COMMISSION RECESSED AT 1170 HOURS, ) 


Wa aie oc he sk ake ok oj ae de kc oj ake je je ake oic ake kk aie ake ok oc fk ake aft 5k akk اد با‎ ae ake ak oj oc ak R ek 
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Q Did these labor recruits come to the Gestapo voluntarily or mt because they 


had been ordered? 


These labor recruits did not come to the Gestapo because they volunteered, 


but because of laws or directives, 

Nhen and why did you leave the Gestapo employ as a personnel expert? 

I left the Security Police mm at the end of June, 1940, due to the fact 
that 1 had volunteered for theérny. 

Could you leave the Security Police voluntariky? 

No, officially 1 could not leave the Security rolice because at that time 
already the orderkat had been handed out that it was forbidden to volunteer far 
the Army. 1 went to my section chief and asked him to release me for the Army. 

1 received permission from him, 

Q What was the reason for this?  /lere there any differences or special difficul- 
ties ys why did you leave? 

A 1 had certain difficulties in my personnel work, in the beginning of the 
first half of 1940, I was surprisedhgt by the chief of the personnel division of 
the Security Police when he told me that there was a new position open within the 
Security Police, and that was a position as one of the chief administrative 
officials. At any rate, it was an executive position. In this development of a 

during the waf 
new position, I saw difficulties/which 1 could not master. In addition to that, 
men who did not belong to the personnel commission were given the job to prepare 
this hew position. With that, it was important for me to influence this new 
yas position and fio give it some of my own ideas, All together, I want to state 
that as the chief of the personnel section, I still was in charge of all personnel. 
However, through the development of this new position, I did not have the power 


any more to influence this particular group of persons. 
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I have one last question. in the German transcript, page 5193, it states 
that, and 1 quote: ". . .1, of the United States, and I believe all my fellow col- 
leagues, arê ready to exempt all purely office jobs of the Gestapo. Among that, 

i mean the typists, the house administrators, the janitors, and so on." 

Could you make a statement as to whether any of the groups that you mentioned 
to me would have the background of being just office workers as is mentioned in 
this description, such as typists and janitors? 

‘mong this group belonged, in my opinion, all non-civil service assistant 
employees, Under these non-eivil service employees and assistants 1 understand 
all employees that did not have a civil service job. That is, including these 
labor recruits. 


DR. ORTH: No further questions. 


CROSS-EXAMINATICN 
BY LT. CDRI. HARRIS: 
Q Do you know Dr. Best? 
Yes, 1 do know Dr. Best. 
hat position did Dr. Best have in the Gestapo when you joined the Gestapo 
in 1934? 
A When I came to the Gestapo in the middle of march, 1934, Dr. Best was not 
there yet. 1f I remembet correctly, Dr. Best only came in the end of 1934. 
Q What position did Dr. Best have thereafter in the Gestapo with respect to 
you? 
A Dr. Best was my Hauptabteilungsleiter. He was my main section kek chief 
in the office of the Security Administration and Law. 


Q And I suppose you derived much of your knowledge of the legal status of the 


Gestapo and its relation to the SS from Dr. Best? 
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A I did not receive much information from him, but all of this information was 
related to me through the official law. 

Q I would like to call to your attention what your chief, Dr. Best, had £o say 
in his book, "Die Deutsche Polizei", concerning the earlier rmakkiunxHiikg relationship 
of theGestapo and the SS. ‘his is from chapter 7 of his book, the chapter entitled 
"Police and SS", 

"After the National Socialist regime, during which £k time the SS took a large 
part in carrying out the measures necessary for the seizing of power by the NSDAP, 
the SS, at least indirectly, became responsible for new duties. On 2 April 1933, the 
Reichsfuehrer SS was appointed political police commander for Bavaria. Corresponding; 
appoihtments were made in the following months in all. the remaining German provinces. 
Un 20 April 1934 I was appointed Deputy Chief of the Secret State Police, proceeded 
by the Rusi Prussian Minister President fee Goering who further designated himself 
chief of the Secret State Police, 

"In order to build up an independent and powerful political police force, 
the like of which had not hitherto existed in Germany, regular officials of the former 
police force on the onek hand and members of the SS on the other hand were brought 
in with the uncompromising fighting spirit of the SS. 

"The new organizations took up the struggle against enemies of the peoples and 
the state, for the safe-guarding of the National Socialist Leadership and order, The 
members of the political police who were, for the time being, still the political 

individual 
polieecf the/German provinces, were included into the SS in increasing numbers so that 
in time, for the first time, mtual amalgamations of the SS and police was accomplished" 


Do you agree with this statement of your chief, Dr. Best? 


A I did not know of this book of Dr. Best. I only heard thal he had published 


such a book. The description of the police is correct, in that extent where he 
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expresses the connection between the Reichsfuehrer SS and the police. The Reichs- 
fuehrer SS, at that time, was made deputy commander of the Gestapo, of the Secret 
State Police in rrussia, and also was made chief of thdpolitical police in other 
provinces of the Reich. 

Q Just a minute. I don't want you to repeat this history of which we have a 
great deal of evidence in the record. My cuestion is simply عد‎ whether you agree 
basically with what your chief, Dr. Best, says in this chapter? 

A I don't agree with Dr. Best. Where he stated that the Gestapo, and later 
on also the Security rolice became a part or wat to become a part of the SS, L think 
he should have pointed out especially, in this book, that the Gestapo and later on 
the Security Police needed experts and that as time went by, they used more and more 
such cualified men, During my four and a half years as personnel expert in the 
Gestapo, 1 always attempted, with the approval ofpr. Best, to further these groups 
of men -- these experts -- within the Gestapoxsek, and to make sure that k such a 


group of qualified gen be maintained. However, I did have some difficulties since 


\ 
they were set, themselves, against the professiomeivil service employee. 


Q I think you have answered the question. Now 1 want to call to your attention 
another statement of Dr. Bestg In this chapter, where he is considering the relation- 
ship between the SS and Police, and perhaps this will servšem to clarify the previous 
statement, he says: 

"Thus the SS and the Police formed one unit, both in their structure and in 
their activity, although their individual organizations have not lost their true 
individuality and their position in the larger party and state administration, with 
which they are concerned from œher points of view." 


That's correct, isn't it? 
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the main reason for 

A Yes, as L have already explained before ,/equalization of rank dissemination 
was in order to create a uniform security police. However, when this new rank 
declaration was established, this was not in anyway connected with active SS service, 
and therefore, the entire transfer to the SS was only a formal one, 

Q And wasn't the aim of this law to fuse members of the German police and of 
the SS into a uniform state protective corps of the Reich? 

A his question is very hard for me to answer. As far as I personally am 
concerned, my opinion was that the reason was not so much to have a uniform security 
xx$ service, but one of the main reasons in my opinion was that the Gestapo officials 
were able to kg wear the SS uniform. 

Q Now, 1 thought you were testifying as to what this directive or decree pro- 
vided, or am I mistaken? Was there a decree? 

A There was a decree, yes. 

Q Have you been describing what this decree provided? 

A Yes. 

Q Under this decree, was a member of the security police required to file a 
written application to join the SD or SS? 

A Yes, it was the wish of the leadership of theSecurity Police that as large as 
possible a number of the Security Police officials should mkke such a request. The 
carrying out of this decree was considered to take a long time -- that is, several 
years. The applications from the Security rolice were tested or examined concerning 
whether or not they met the SS requirements. included in this investigation, as to 
whether or not a person was acceptable to the SS, was the SS physical examination and 
the SS racial examination. 


Q In other words, you did not get into the SS except by making an application, 


and meeting their requirements, did you? 


/ , 
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A I have already mentioned that it was kam the wish of the main office of 
the Security service that as large a number as possible came to the SS or joined 
the SS, They acted accordingly. That is, for instance, the menbers of my office 
were one day ordered to appear for the medical and racial examinetion. 

Q You didn't answer the question, did you: You couldn't get into the SS 
unless you made a formal request and succeeded in meeting their requirements? 

A Yes. 

as 

Q Now, X£ 1 understand, from your testimony, the same thing is true with 
respect to the Gestapo. You couldn't get into the Gestapo unless you established 
that you were qualified to meet the requirementsof the Gestapo? 

A Yes, and I say that when this Gestapo was ended through the SS, then you had 
to meet the SS requirements too. ‘here were cases in which these requirements were 
not met by certain persons. For instance, when a person was of old age or especially 
weak, Hoax physically. 

Q And with respect to the Gestapo, particularly if he did not have the physical 
requirements? 

A Yes, 

Q Now, just to refresh your recollection, 1 want to call your attention to 
this decree that, I believe, you le ve been testifying to. This is the decree on 
the acceptance of members of the Seéurity PojiceÁnto the SS, dated 23 June 1938. 

The decree states, and 1 quote: 
"With the aim of xXxmg using members of the German Police with the Schutzstaf- 


fel of the National Socialistsk German Workers Party into one uniformly turned out 


State rrotective Corps of the National Socialist Rise, 1 decree as fmttowes follows:" 


Then follows the various conditions under which members of the Security 


1 


"i 


Police will be accepted into the 55. Do you recall that provision of the degree ) 


at this time? 





H1000 


Page 7 — 0024 


Yes, 1 can remember. I also, at that time, thought that the view of the SS 
and the Police was that the Security rolice was also to wear the uniform of the 
SS. 

Q Now, I want to invite your attention to another provision of that decree, 
under Section Lil. 

"wembers of the Security rolice incorporated into the SS will be assigned 
to the units of the Security Service of the xeichsfuehrer SS, according to more 
detailed instructions of the Chief of the Security Police and cf the Security main 
Office of the Reichsfuehrer SS, into the Chief of the Security Police and of the 
Security Main Uffice who regulates the service regulations and the obligations 
of the security organizations who were incorporated into the ö5." 

Do your recall that section of the decree: 

Yes, 1 believe 1 db. 

Now, 1 want to ask you two or three questions about your duties with respect 
to mx discipline. Do you remember any case where «n inoiviOuei employee Was disci- 
plined for refusing to accept a transfer? 

A No, I know of no such case. 

there 

Q I imagine that if عط‎ had been such a case, in all probability it vould 
have come to یت‎ since you were the one who was in xixxxg charge of 
disciplihe? 

A Definitely, yes. I want to point out again that as I stated before, there 
was no absolutexy presmure on men to join the SS, but it was always pointed out 
that it was a necessity, so far as duties were 0۰ 


Q Now, I am not talking about the SS. I am talking about the transfer to the 


Gestapo from some other political police force. You don't know of any case where 


an individual was punished for refusing to accept a transfer from some other political 


A 4 
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police forcex to the Gestapo, I take it? 


ato ias AE od me to explain that there 
A The fact that you said the political police/was no reason for a person to 


refuse to enter into the Gestapo when he was already in the political police because 
at the time he was in the political police, when that was taken over by the Gestapo 
he automatically was in the Security Police. 

Q I take it you don't know of a case when a person refused to transfer from 
the order police or from the criminal police to the Gestapo, and was punished for 
such refusal? 

A No, these things did not happen because, imma as I have already stated 
before, a civil servant had to obey the orders of transfer, 

Q And if he didn't obey the orders, why of course he wuld be punished, 
as you testified? 

A Yes, he would have been disciplined and maybe even relieved of this 
service. 

Q He might have even lost his job? 

A Yes, he would have been removed from the mmx civil service employm. 

Q But you don't know of a single case where that happened? 

A No, 4+ cannot think of a single case and I would have known it. 

LT. CMDR. HARRIS: I have no further questions. 
BY COLONEL KAREV: 

Q When you were in the aumxxxxhxximm administration, were you an administrative 
employee? 

A At the time I was Commandder in 1934, I was a state attorney and as a state 
attorney, that is, as a higher eivil service official, 1 was transferred and given 


this duty. The transfer of the position of Regierungsrat became effective one year 


later, | ) | 
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4 As xEEXBHXk referendum, were you an administrative official? 

À Yes, higher official administrator. 

Q You were an administrative official, that is, a personnel referendum in 
Prussia? 

A Yes, When I was taken over or became Chief of the Personnel Section in 1936, 
I was Regierungsrat, and in that position was a member of the Prussian interior and 
Regular Administration. 

Q | Could a person, who was an employee of the Gestapo, state that he did not 
approve of the work in the Gestapo since it had criminal goals and activities, 0 
upon making a statement like that, leave the Gestapo, or was that practically 
impos sible? 

A As I stated before, there were no such cases in which employees Ix wanted 
to leave the Gestapo because of its supposeflly criminal character. The reason for 
that was that the duties and activities of the Gestapo were know n to all and they 
had a basic Xm legal backing. 

Q Did you know of the executive activities of the fax Gestapo? Were you ever 
present during interrogations or during arrests? 

A Yes, at times L made various official tours throughout Germany and saw and 
mkmmkmmu checked upon the administrative activities of the Gestapo. During those 
tours L could not see max any indication that the groups of the Gestapo were in any 
way connected with the criminal activites. 

& CAPT. TUBRIDY: Does the witness know the functions of the Gestapo? 


WITNESS: Yes. 


Q A number of witnesseskK have declared that a lot of people were being mistreated 


and tortured during interrogations. Did the witness, as one of the disciplinary ^ 7 


mix 
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chiefs, follow up any of these complainbs and disciplinary actions eoncerning the 
treatment of prisoners? 

A The personnel section, as pointed out time and time again, took disciplinary 
action right away whenever an official was accused of mistreating a mem prisoner. 
Officials who did this were disciplined or punished. 

Q The High Tribunal either has to believe the testimony of the many witnesses 
who testified that they were mistreated by theg Gestapo, or the Tribunal has to believe 
the statements of kim one of the Gestapo men who states that no such mistreatments 
actually took place and that very few were punished. "P AY, Ae A ? 

DR. ORTH: 1 object to that question. 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: If-Jeue—tao— 8U"—Pe-ePect;—prexse—-stenmd. The witness may 
answer the question. ون تن تلو ربوم مع وم م و ووو‎ ve-wm—to-new. 

WITNESS: 1 can only say that the directors of the Gestapo always pointed 
out, tiue and time again, that any mistreatment of prisoners was considered bodily 
assault and any such bodily assault was to be punished severely. 

Aeneid a A e EU! 

I would like to know whether this decree forbidding people to leave the 
Gestapo only concerned the civil service employees or whether it also concermed the 
other employees? 

A Here we have to differentiate the time before the beginning ofx the war and 
the time after the beginning of the war. Before the war the eivil service employees 
only had the possibility to leave the civil service employ entirely, and they would 
have, in this case, to forget all their recuests for later advantages, such as 
pensions. Anyway, L don't know of any such cases. However, the employees were able 


to leave the employ by giving hotice to quit. The employment office had to gree 


to this, just like it had to agree when any employee left his job.Xx ` 2 lr 
Z U 
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After the war had started, it was 225539823 for all members of the Gestapo 
to leave the employ of the Gestapo. 


COLAQNEL KAREV: 
xxxx&€xkibCOOouUuetrx: I have no further questions. 


Q Do you mean it would be impossible to leave without permission of ones superior 


as in your ovn case? 
À Yes. Certain accusations were made against me because 1 left the Gestapo. 


LT. CMDR, HAkHLS: ‘Thank you. 


RE-DLIHECT EXAMLNATALUN 
BY DR. OXTH: 

Q 1 have one question. You answered before, witness, upon a cuestion of the 
American prosecutor, as to whether any civil service employee vas ever punished 
because he refused to be transferred to the Gestapo, in the negstive. Did it 
happen at all that a civil service employee refused such an order and that x 
disciplinary procedure was started’ 

I d o not know of any such case and in my opinion, it did not happen. 

Q How could you explain that? 

Because the employee theught that the Gestapo, like any other branbh of the 
police, and any other km branch of the interior and public administration, only 
had a lawful and fair max goal. 

Dik. Urin: thank you. 

BY Di. PELUKMANN: 

Q Witness, upon the question of the American prosecutor, Xym you stated before 
that if a person had kx refused to be transferred to the Gestapo, disciplinary 
action would have been taken and he would have lost his job. 1 ask you, is that 


correct? q 1 


A it is correct. 
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the reason why a person refused to transfer to the Gestapo 
© Now 1 ask you, wouldxdicduxe/influence& the extent of the punishment or 


the action taken? I ask you to aiswer yes or no. Would it have made any difference 
if he would have explained for what reason he refused to be transferred? 

A Yes, 

Q You stated before that you don't know of any case where a man woulda have 
been punished or would have lost his job. But now, suppose the person would have 
refused because he stated the Gestapo was carrying out criminal activites. Would 


you say that all that would have been done to that person wes to relieve him of 


his position? Don't you believe that TEY have been taken prisoner and 


put into the concentration camp, especially since you don't believe in that? 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: Strike-that m.gunestion-eut. It is ehe most leading question 
thet-t+ve-heard, lsi a minuboe;-Dr.— Pelcohtmenm.—t-think-tne evidence-ineteates- that 
he has-no-knowledge-of-any-dicciplinary-eoction-taken.in.any case, and he does nc 
even-know--of-en-eppiieabtion-of-a-trensfer- being mader- Anything beyond that is 
purely- speculation, 

DR. PELCKMAN:: "he-epeeuietion-ebtarbed—wibth-b5he-questiom of the—American 
Prosecutor-as-to-vhat.would.-have--happened,..a—_cuestion which was admitted even though 
the wiiness said ne did not now , 

CAPT, TUBRIDY: —dmé-zfter-thet; you Started to ask T-ieeding-cuestion, in 
Wh-oh-you-porsonalLly-tell-the-wibtness- what answer you.want.him-to.give, and-if- 1 
-may Say so, Lhis—witness has-indieated-thnat-he-is-onYty too witting-te be led, . The 
value of this type of testimony is very very little. 

DR. PELCKMAN: Then I would like 21so-to-recuest-thet- the corresponding 
question and answer by the Amerioan-Prosecution end witness, respectively, be 
struck 2rso;-— 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: You may ask the question, but you may not ask it in such a 


leading faxien fashion, You must please remember that this is a witness that has 


25 
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usog- cien kd the Defense Counsel. The-American-Proseeutor!s-position is that 
of cross-examinctión. 
Witness, 

DR. FELCKMANN:  Xikwmxxy/| want to ask you, if this question is-permitted by 
the Court, what would have happened to a person that would have refused appointment 
to the Gestapo; with- the reason-bhat-he consiéred-the GesLapo.a criminal organization? 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: .First.of ett, you might say, jid anything happen -- not what 
might—have—happened, —¥ou-immediately—teit the-witness—he—is going to be punisled. 

DRI- PELCKMANN: T only asked what would-have happened to him. 

CAPT, TUBRIDY: —It-indiestes-bthat. something would-have happened to him; You 
have told him that something would have harpened-to-him. 

DR. PELCKMANM: I will therefore ask whether something happened. 

CAPT.—PUBRIDYT —Did-o2nythinge-Happen EE“ THOTT yes 4dt-—is-very-sinple, 

DR. “PHECKMANN Yes... 

WITNESS: I stated already that a mowia disciplinary measure would have 
started, and the person would have had to make concrete statements as to why he 
XxmumxiXx considered the Gestapo a criminal organization. 

BY DR. PELCKMANS: 
Q And according to your opinion, could he have made such a statement? Could te 
prove such a thing? 
A That also is a personal question. In my opinion, no, 
لا‎ — NXZLXEEERÉEXXNMI Thank you. The decree concerning the requirements for 
upon transfer from the Gestapo 
membership in the SS/was brought to your attention. Do you remenber the requirements 


fof this transfer? 


À They had to be eligible for SS use. That is, they first had to go through an 


s 
ss medial examination and an SS racial examination. 
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Q You also stated that same people could not meet these requirenents, since 
they were either too old or too weak. Do you know of any other reasons which prevented 
the transfer into the SS? 
A I could not testify to that because I was not responsible for this. The 
office that decided this was responsible for it. 
Q Do you xx also know that one of the requirements was that the man had to be 
a member of the Party or one of its auxiliary organizations before 30 January 1933? 
A No, I didn't know that. 
active 
Or that before the 30th of January, 1933, that he was anmwExmEXEEXKE member of 
the SS? 
A That 1 don't know either. 
LT. CMDR. HARRIS: Just a minute. How did you translate that. Was it active 
member of supporting mmxmhkx member? 


INTERPRETER: It doesn't matter, it's either active or supposting. 


DR. PELCKMANNs; Oh no, an active member is more than just a supporting member, 


it is supposéd to be a supporting mmm member, not an active member. 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Q Or that he ave had to have had at least three years in the Security 
Police under the Reichsfuehrer SS and that he had to b e an able member of this 
organization? 

A No, 1 don't know that either] 

Q But now you know it, since 1 quoted it to you from this law. ‘therefore و‎ ۵ 

personnel 
you say that according to a large number of xuxxmmmXX that was under your command, 
that all the persons under your command did meet these requirements with the exception 
of the few that were too old or too weak? 


A I would suppose that. 2 D 


DR. PELCKMANH: Thank you, L have no further questions, 
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CAPT. TUBRIDY: I think we can adjourn now, 
LT. CMDR. HARRIS: I would just like to ask two questions, sir. 
BY LT. CMDR. HARRIS: 
Q These policemen who were transferred to the Gestapo you say knew generally 
the purposes and functions of the Gestapo? 
Yes, 
And they knew that the Gestapo administeged the state concentration camps? 
No. 
They didn't know about the decree of 12 February 1936 which provided that 
specifically: 
A That was stated in that law, but it actually was different. 
And they knew that the Gestapo took people into protective custody and sent 
them into concentration canps without trial, didn't thy? 
À Yes, due to the law concerning protective custody. 
LT. CMDR, HARRIS: Thank you, that! s all, 


CAPT, TUBRIDY: We will adjourn, 
(The Commission adjourned at 1310 hours, ) 
I certify that the following is a true and correct transcript of the testimony 
of HANS TESMER taken on 28 June 1946. 
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CO T ISS TONER: 

Captain Joseph Tubridy, 

IHE GESTAPO 
(THE 0023587611 CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 

HANS TES"ER, a witness, took the stand ana tastified as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

Wil!the witness stand, raise his right hand and repeat after ne: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will Speak the 
pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath," 

Q What is your name? 

A Hans وج‎ 

Q You may sit dame 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Merkel, will you please stato what you want to 
prove by this witness? 
DR. MERKEL: The witness will be questioned ci ncornin;; tho Gestapos 


The activities of the various Groups, principles governing appointment and 


relcaso of Gestapo officials, The witness will be questioned by Dre Orth. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: In this line of questioning, will the testim ny bring 

out apoint which will have a bearing on the charges naned in the indictment? 
DR. MGRKEL: Yes, definitely. I wish to prove whether or nct the 


w‏ انه 


majority of tho menbors of the G,stapo were volunteers or note I also want to 


Show whether or not the large masses of the Gastapo officers were recruited 

in what is now claimed to be criminal actions. The prosecution has already 
taken care of part of this, duc to the fact that in the meeting of February 20th 
they withdrew part of the Gestapo from the indictment. I want to prove now 
that it was organizations and Groups that already have bean excluded were not 

to be held responsible for this so-called criminal action, This group, the 


complete administrative group, did not have anything to do with what is now 


termed by the prosecution as criminal actione These questions will be asked 
2097 
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of this witness in that direction, 
BY DR. ORTH: 
Q Witness, when did you come to the Gestapo and what were your 


cuties there? 


~ 


A On March 15, 1934, I came to the G.stapo, however, ovon before 
1933, i was an active state's attornoy in Berline 

Q That were your duties in the Gestapo? 

A I was first concerned with law matters and lator on with admini- 
strative matters. From March 1936 until I left the G,stapo in June of 190 I 
had tho position of personal referendarye 

Q With the Gestapo in what Amt wore you personal referendary? 

À Before all the police in Germany wore put into ono organization, 
L was first with the chief of the Gestapo in the Prussian district. Later on 
I was with the main office of the Security Police, that is after the entire 


German police wore put under tho jurisdiction of the Berlin main office e 


Q What were your dutics as "ersonal referendary? 


شا 


A In ny position with tho ministry, I had to take care of the hiring 
end tho advancemont of all personnel of the Gestapoe In this connection, I also 
had to take care of tho disciplinary action and had to see that it was 


carried cut; 


© In other words, ycu can give us information concerning the personnel 


organization of the entire G stapo until 1940? 


- 


A Yo Se 


Q What was tho composition of tho members cf tho Gestapo, the 
Groups? ] 

A Tho nenbers cf tho Gestapo were composed of civil servants and 
aon-civil servants, just aides. 


Q Did al these civil servants have the same dutics? 


^ No, in the civil servants in the Gestapo ono has to make zn 


id -— € 


essential difference, These Servants were divided into two groups (1) the 
So-called administrative group and \2) the so-called group that carried out 
the actions and the group that did the field worke They had the Same thing in 
the police tooe You had first the administrative employees, then the 
employees that did the field work, that is the criminal policee 
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Q What werc the duties of the so-called Vollzugsbeamte? 
A They were doing the outside field work, the arresting, the 
Searching, securing the confessions ctee 


Q What were the duties of the administrative employees? 


A It was their duty, their administrative duty, to take care of such 


matters as pay, clothing, food 0۰ 

Q Was there any essential difference between the administrative 
and executive nenbors of tho Gestapo? 

4 Yes, there was a difference by lawe 


Q That kind of a law? 


À The essential difference, as in other organizations, was that the 


administrative employees wore uncer the laws of the Reichs Civil Service 


law, while the executive omployooS were under the law of 


Q Was there also a difference in their cuties and de 
a difference in their designations as well as in 


their careerse 


Q Did it bvor happen that an administrative enployeo 
ioStapo was used in an oXocutivo branch? 

À Principally nos 
Q Were thoro any oxcopticns? 
A Yos, it did happen during Special security measureSe I remember 
he Olympics in Berlin in 192 ) during which administrative employees o 
the Gestapo were used in those security measures, that is during the Olympics, 


naan Ims 444 
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before, such as interrogations or getting information, 

Q From what group werc the civil servant mon taken at the time the Gestapo 
was formed anc developed? 

i, They had to make a cifforence between the executive and administrative 
employees, The meaburs of the executive group were taken over when the Gestapo 
was formed at the beyinnin.; of 1933 especially from the political departments 
of the policc, The acministrative employees were taken over from the admini- 
strative groups of the Police Depart .*. Tince there were not enough police 
administrative officers in the police at tho time to be sufficient for the 
Gestapo, mon were also taken from local acministration fa this Gestapo admini- 
stration work. 

Q Were munbars of the party or other organizations, especially the SS, 
hired by the Gestapo. 

There was no special hiring of members of the party from organizations 
such as the SS since from the beginning it was realized that the new organi- 
zation, the Gestapo, had to be put on a permanent basis anc the basis for 


oe 


the entire Gestapo was the police officers taken over from the former police 


wa. _ 


officers of the political police department, These men taken over from the 


Police Department, these former political policemen, were principally not 
members of the NSD.P or the SS since they had been taken over from the political 
department, which hac functioned before 1933 and many of these men had voted 
agcinst the Nazi party. 

On what principle was the Gestapo enlarged or reinforced? 

4 The new mm token in the deos ,apo were hired, according to tho civil 
service laws and especially on their qualifications. By qualifications, I mean 
tho non had to have the expert knowledge that was necessary, also thcir charac- 
teristics anc personal actions were considered important in this caso, It was u 
necessary at all that this person be a member of the party or the SS, I have 
alreaty said that the men who were policament before 1933 were not party members 
either, 

Q Out of what circle did your reinforcements for the Gestapo come? 

4 The placement of mon for the Gestapo, especially for tho executive 
Group, came especially in the beginning from other police officors and groups 


mainly the criminal police. Secondly, also persons who were civil 0 
2100 
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applicants were hirod for the executive positions. In the latter caso, I am 
speaking of the young men who wanted to take over the occupation of an executive 
policauen, Among these ام ود‎ again there was a large part that were not 
members of the party or the SS. I want to especially point out that among these 
applicants for the executive positions in the Gestapo, there was not a large 
nurþ or of party members for the jobs in state railroads and state judicial 
orgonizations. 

Q Dic these civil service offic v; ^ «e to the Gestapo because they had 
voluntcered for it? 

4 These civil servants as a rule cic not come to the Gestapo duc to the 
fact that thay volunteered, No, they were sent on temporary duty to the Gestapo 
and this tanuporary duty later on was changed into an official transfor, 

Q Who was commanded into the Gestapo and from whore? 

À As I stated already the executive branch of the Gestapo needed qualified 
criminal officers and they came from the criminal police and the administrative 
part of the Gestapo was continually needing expert anc qualified personnel and 
these came from the acministrative groups of the police and local administra- 
tions. During the first years, there was some difficulties since the Criminal 


1 


police cic not want to send their best men away. 


Q Wes there a possibility for a civil servant to protest against his 


being transferred to the Gestapo? 


A For tho individual employee, there was no possibility of protesting 


ب 


against this transfer. According to tho German Civil Service law, cvory civil 


servant was supposed to follow any orders concerning comasndcorin; or concerning 
tronsfors, however, he did have the possibility of expressing his wishes which 
Cic not have to be carricd out in the interest of the job, since it was always 
the cosire when the Gestapo was founded and later on to build up the personnel 
staff. These wishes of the civil servant employees were not respected or re- 
gorcod, 

Q What woulc have happened if a civil servant employee had refused to be 
transferrec or refused to be sont on temporary duty to the Gestapo? 

4 The anployce who would have refused to follow the order of being commande 
ed or transferred woulc have brought about Cisciplinary action against hin, 

Q What you just soic now concerning the volunteers into the Gestapo was 
not truc when the Gestapo was founded as well as later on when additional men 
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A Yes, the statements I made concerning the voluntary character of the 
- Gestapo was true at the beginning when the Gestapo was organized and later on 
when they reccived their roplacononts, 

Q During the time you were there, were any employees 201.025 0 from the 
service and why? 

û I wula like to finc out wh: . jou meen by released. Do you mean 0 
from their civil servant status or just 2051373 0 by the Gestapo anc sent back 
to their organization? 

Q I am interested in both, 

A The only time any roloosod wore node from the Gestapo at tho time I was 
there was “ue to disciplinary action. Insofar as transferring back to their 
olc organizations was concerned, I stated already that was turned down as a 
rulo, Only in very limited cases, men that were not usable wore sent back to 
their old orzonizations, 

possible thet an employce loft the Gestapo of his own free will? 

4 The adibers c Gestapo hac the sauce possibility as the civil 
servant onployoes in every other br-nch of the local state acministration 
service, that is the ri ht to leave voluntarily the ficld of sarvice, however, 
when the civil servant cic retire or Cià leave the civil service, he had to 
Leave behin. all ' vantages A “herwise open to him, I con't know 
of any such cas int was the position until the beginning of the war and 
thon it was not possible any moro to leave the employment cf the civil service 
according to the law, 

What were the cuties of the omployces of the Gestapo? 
The employees of the Gestapo were required to do secondary or aid work, 


yara vend 


o administration of the Gestapo as technicians, tolotypists, 


enployces uscd in the executive service? 
These employees were not used in the executive service, They could not 


carry out any incepencant executive measures, They dic not have the character- 


istics or Cuties that wore open to the employees of the state nttorney!s office 


as 


an. insofar as they were used in the executive group, they could only co more 


er less aic or clerical work, 


wore the basic principles. on which these employces were hired? 


زد 





TT 


à The so-called tarriff grouping was used in the employment of these mon, 


= licehan = ATD - 4a 


f) Dic meaburs of the party, especially the members of the SS, receive 
any special adventa;es when applying for these positions, 

4 When these auplagyees wore hired by the Civil service a larze number of 
party members requested these jobs. In hiring these cuployees when the same 
qualifications were at han: of German men, thon the men that ware in the party 
of the SS cid receive the position and they received the advantage, however, 
it was found out later on, especially that the old party members were nct satis- 
1100 with their positions since they e^: hetter chances of advancement in out- 
side incusiry and they attempted to leave the Gestapo again, 

Q Can you give us the relationship between the number of civil service 
employees anc the number of emppoyces of the Gestapo. 

4 Yes, I can give you these ficures, In the beginning, there were about 
70% civil scrvice auployoes anc 30% other employees., As time wont by the number 
cf civil service emplgces became smaller anc the percentage of other cmployees 
was increased, When war came the rato was fifty to fifty. 

Q Con you give us any statement eoncerning the number of people in the 
Gestapo? 

À Yos, I am in a position to make this statement, I want to ay between 
1933 anc Merch, 1936 I did not have anything to Wo with tho personnel work in 
the Gestapo, however, I was informed concerning this by the person who had my 
job before I cic. I can give you the nuuüber of these civil savice employ ees 
according to the bucget, which we were allowed every year anc from which I can 
figure out how many men wo had, I started out with 1933 and according to tho 
statomont of the Gostapc main office there were about 40 acministrative officers, 
«JO exoentivo officers and 70 anployees, 

Q I taink we can skin the next years. I would like to know what the figure 


was in the last year? 


A In the year 1940 the Gestapo hac 20,000 employees, of which 1,700 were 


— 


administrative personnel, 11,000 executive personnel and 8,000 employees, 
هه‎ 


© Amon: these 8,000 were the so-called labor personnol roquirod to work? 
i No, there was no such labor recruits among these 8,000 people. When we 
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did get these labor recruits و‎ they Were not hired as labor employees, but later 
they received their appointment indirectly from us, which we received from 
the Reichs Finance Ministers 

Q Was it possible that these employees could leave the Gestapo 
voluntarily? 

Yes, these emplo 2265 lo ava‏ 4 , ر 
the Gestapoe These employees cf the S HM as well as were the employees‏ 
of all state and government offices were considered to be privately hired‏ 
personnele They had a certain pe Lod in which to inform their employer that‏ 
thoy were leaving and they could leave the service in that way,‏ 

Q Was that also tm uo during the war? 
A Nos I don't believe that the employees could leave during the war 
since all the employees cf Government and State bureaux were considered as 


essential e 


CAPTAIN TUBRII nstruct the witness not to testify as to 
what he believes, only what he knows, 
BY DR. ORTH: 

Q Do you know if the employees coul? leave the Gestano voluntarily 
during the war? 

À Yes, I stated be fore the war they could do it without my 
however, after the war started they could not do it my more Since at 
time they were considered essential a and at that tino ib was also necessary to 
receive the approval of tho onploynent office for learing the job and the 
aploymnent office did not give such permission anymore 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY s Vhat the witness said nov doesn't appear to be 
consistent with what he said befo: 
BY DR, ORTH: 

Q The prosecution accuses the Gestapo o? being a cririnal. orgari- 

1 


zatione Do you know of a single case that en andloyee asked to bo roloased 


from the Gestapo since he did not agree with thse so-callod criminal 


o nw 
a, CUZ 


A No, I do not know of a single case during ny years that 
employed of a man who wanted to lo avo the Gestapo because of its criminal 


and actions, 


Q you also were in charge of hirfng new members. Do you know or cm 


you tell us when these men were hired whethor they wore asked if they were 
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capable of carrying out any such criminal actions as the Gestapo is accused 
of? 

À No, such an examination could not have occurred since we took 
as a basis for these exaninati ons the law and the official nature of the 
Gestapoe The Gestapo was created through regular law during the years 1933, 
193l, and 1936. Its gc and duties were also put down in the law. My main 
job as personal ref crencary was to hire decent and clean employecSe 

you also have as personal referendary the supervision of the 
duties of these employees? 

A I had ono supervision of these employees insofar as the personal 
work was concernede The supervision in the various special branches wore 
carried out by the section chicfse 


Q Were the disciplinary mattera also taken care of in your Section, 


A Yes, tho. disciplinary matters were təken care of ot the beginning 


in my sectione Later on th is work was put into a special independent 
committee's hands, however, the chief of the disciplinary scction was require 
to discuss tho casos with mee I had the power of decision in this matter. 

© In other words you can give me information as to what the 
disciplinary measures were for any overestepping of the law by tho executive 
officers? 

“henever an ofecutive 
officcr acted against tho disciplinary or other laws,thon we immediately 
Stepped into the case enorgeticallys 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What is the point of this questioning? 


Dre ORTH: The witness wo ır kod cn these disciplinary matterse 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDI: Wh j he point? Do you mean disciplinary 
action of tho office or disciplinary action concerning something 
happened in the field? 


DR. ORTH: Against the executive officcrs. That is those that tock 


caro of arrests, octcé 
APTAIN TUBRIDY: Very welle 


BY DR. ORTH; 


Q Can you give me a few examples in which oxefutive personnel was 
disciplined or punished for any kind of criminal actions they carried out? 
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A Yes, I can give a few of these examples. For instance in 1937 


two members of the Criminal Ssction, the criminal secretary Gunnorman and pne 


of his chief assistantSe 


Q We aro not intorcstod in namese 


^ 
۱ 


A These two men wore sentenced in Dusseldorf because of the mistreate 


of tho prisonerse  Thoy spent one and one half years in tho penitenti« 


That is sufficiont. Were thesé casos as they bocano known at‏ ذا 
official headquarters always investigated and punished?‏ 
i di‏ ° 5 = 


A Cases like this, yos, if they, became known to official circles 


Were always investigated and tho y- -le punished, 


Q Did you as personal referendary also work on the connection of 


the Gestapo with the SS, that is the 


A At the end of 1936 or in the beginning of 1 I received a call 


to got ready for some changes within the Gestapo to make it smaller than the 


SDe 
From whom did you receive this order? 


I received this order from my main sec chief Hauptabteilung- 


time Heydrich. 


jn for this equalization of rank? 


A The main reason for this was the attempt to make uniform the 


entire security police. 


e 


Q Did this equalization nk designations moan th 
became a part of the SS? 


A The equalization of rank designations only meant a formal 


induction of the members of the Gestapo into the SS, To what extent this 


formal induction was is bost sh 


wm by the fact that with this now incorpora- 


tion in the SS there was no necessity of SS Servicee 


The only basic 
matter was that from now on the members of the Gestapo 


the uniform of the SS. 





© ك4 2-6 


Kind الا‎ 


supposed 
cerning this transfor into the 
in the 
lvos requested 


While you were still working, wore 
y $ 


ند + 


Loor rooruits were 
they como a 
y 


200 16 176 


it 


01:10 10 GOREY 


bc 00 


4- 


mI a 30333 
PAL ROGPULTES 


1 


" 
c. 


rieo ~onartmoent, or br th ato railro 


TMITPRTM سب‎ o 
LUDIIJlIs 


(The 





‘ ‘ 


حم y‏ 
با ت 


tarily, or because thoy má 


“ho so ¿a 


Tn 


unon and 
porsonnel oxport? 


4-1 


Ost 


fo 


(33 
wat 


4m 334. a ^ 
oo influonceo 


3e 
LA be 


lant 
يا .ك4‎ 3 


or recruits coro 


DOP Poor 


14 


í + <> 
uU. 


T) 2 Š 
y *olice 


ha ici d V 


tho Socuri 


the ardor 


lvntoor 


ont 
which 


HOt ber 


ao OU} D 


to tho Gost 


boon ordored? 


m 
A "| 
Vi 


ALIA 


- 44 


capo volun- 


1940 
tho Amy. 


voluntarils 


«4.0 
Pñ 
v ° 


Scoupity Pe 


e 


| hend ed 





الا از 


28 Juno -0..-4A0:-Anuna, H1000 — 0045 


exompt all pu 


Could you mako c tat or as hothopr any 


have. tho 


A 


fan و مخ‎ at 
WO Dag J 18% 


ists 
this group 


١ ه ت‎ i < ` 
ADD LUL do 1 1 


ow مگ‎ 


í ct 
LM ده‎ 


EARS‏ ` هم وخ خم و 
OS: t LIA, 3d,‏ 


5-5 1۳ ۸ DITO. 
تنل و ار‎ š 


a P 
092 ني‎ T 


م دك ود جم سل بمو و + 


ud‏ لاي نار شا 


PA 


AA 





28 Junc-4.,-.0.-Ahuna. H1000 — 0046 


oncom 


Jed ۱ 


ec 
i312 و‎ 


titlod 


m ganei 


nov 


cun 5د‎ 2 uet MU a oats : pate RR 
.QO, TNC CLIOunSsiu DO i248 A DOZ YD O C 


hive, 


ل U‏ ت ےم د 


حص حو | 


220158 > 


173000 
vilo po 


anc 


ma T = 
mut: 


2 š 
ta ade ` 
TOS را‎ ۵ 





TI LLLI 


H1000 - 


ملح Py‏ خب سريت 


+ 


200600:00 oxports 


Gor these 





28 reels III 


5 5 0 —0048 
A Yes, as I have already explained before, tho main reason for 


equalization of rank dissemination was in order to create a uniform security 
policee However, when this nov rank declaration was established, this was no’ 
in any way connected with active SS service, and therefore, he ontiro transfe 
to tho SS was only a formal one e 

Q And wasn't the aim of this law to fuse members of _the Gorman police 


and of the SS into a uniform state protective corps of the Reich? 


À This question is very hard for mo to answer. As far as I personal 


am concerned, my opinion was that the reason was not so much to have a uniforr 


security service, but ono of the main reasons in my opinion was that the 


2stapo officials wore able to wear the SS uniform, 
1 


Q Now, I thought you were testifying as to what this directive or 


daeres provided, or am I mistaken? Jas there a decree? 


rm 5 AT 
there was a decrees 0 


Have you beon đescribing what this 


Yes. 


ur 


Under this cCocroo, was a member cf the sec 


filo a written application to join the SD or SS? 


Yes, it was the wish of the leadership of the Security Police thai 


4 


as large as possible a number of the Socurity Police officials should make 


such a request, The carrying out of this decree was considered to take a long 


time --that is, several yoarse 


ations from tho Security Police wer: 
testéd or examined conecrning whether or not they not the SS requirements, 


Inclua in this investigation, as to whether or not a verson was acceptable 


was the SS physical ox mination and the SS raci: LL examination, 


In other words, you did not get into the SS except by making an 
55 ~ > 


ation and meeting their roquiroments, 


did you? 


۱ ۳ دمم‎ rip m - وج‎ 1 1 P 
4 I have already nenticned that it was the wish of tho main office 


a `+. P Sn MERO = 2 
Security service that as large a number as possible ca ne to _the SS.or 


E E es ما‎ 4 ^ 1 1 
0 according lye That is, for instance, tlie mombers 


of my 6 i " ۵ lov Oordarad 7 j 
of my office were one Cay ordered to appear for the medical and racia 


examinatione 


Q 


To WA a 
iou didn't answer the question, did you? You couldn't 
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tho SS unless you made a formal request and succeeded 


requirements? 


Q Now, as I understand, from your testimony, the same thing is true 
with respect to the Gestapoe You covldn't got into the Gastapo unless you 
established that you were qualified to meet the requirements of the Gestapo? 

Yes, anc I say that when this Gestapo was ended through the SS, 
then you ha tect the SS requirements tooe There wore cases in which thes 
requirements were not met by cortain person: For instance, when a; 

as of old age or eSpecial 


Q And with respe t stapo, particularly 


the physical roquirc 


is tho decree on tho acceptance of members of tho S4cu 
23 Juno 1930. The decree بو‎ and I quote: 


the German Police with the Schutze 


^m uni fo idu 


out State Protective 
as follows: 


Then follows the various condi ions under which menba 


1 
2000 v 


of tho decree at this tine? 


n rouorbore I also, ot that time, th 


of tho SS and tho Po > W mas the Security Police was 


١ حل‎ 


uniform of the SS. 
Q Now, I want to invite your attention to mothe: 


decree, undor Section I Ale 
/ 
“ilembers of tho ty Police incorporated into 


1ك + 


assigned to tho units of the Sec urity Service uf the Reichsfuehr-r SS, 


according to more detailed instructions of the Qki-f Police 


and of the Security Main Office of the Reichsfuehror SS, into tho Chief of the 


Security Police and of the Security Main Office who roculates the service 
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regulations and the obligaticns of the Security organizati ons who were 
incorporated into the SSe" 

Do you recall that section of the decrece? 

A Yes, I belicvo T doe 

Q Now, I want to ask you two or three questions about your duties 
with respect to discipline, po you remember any case where an individual 
employee was disciplined for refusing to accept a transfer? 

À No, I know of no Such caso, 

Q I imagine that if there had been such a case, in ali probability 
it would have come to your attention since you were the one who wes in charge 
of discipline? 

I want to point out again that as I stated 
“Ube Pressure on men to join the SS, but it was alway; 
pointed out that it was a Necessity, so far as duties wore concerned. 


Q Now, I am not talking about the SS, I am talking about the trans- 


L 
fer to the Gestapo from some other political police forces You don't know of 


any case whore an individual was punished for refusing to accept a transfor 


from some other political police force t: the Gestano, T take it? 
i I € [vs 


A Tho fact that you mentioned the political police prompted ne to 


explain that there was no reason for a person to refuse to enter into the 


Gestapo when he was a x in tho political police because at thetine he 


was in tho political police, when that q taken over by the Gestapo he 


automati cally was in the Security Policce 


© I take it you don't know of a case when a Person refused to 


transfer fron the order police or fron the criminal police to the Gestapo, an: 
was punished for such refusal? 


^ No, these thincs dia not happen because, as T havo already stated 


before, a civil Servant had to obey the orders of transfor, 


© And if ho didn't obey the orders, why of course he would be 


punished, as you tostifiod? 


`. 


^ Yes, ho would have been disciplined and maybe even relieved of 
Wa ue 


this Scrvico ۰ 


Q He nicht have lost his job? 


A Yes, he wald Deen removed from the civil service employ, 
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Q But ycu don't know of a single case where that happened? 


V 


e 


A No, I cannot think of à sinpglo 685e and I would have mom it. 
LT. CIDR. HARRIS: T have no further questions, 
BY COLONEL KAREV: 


Q When you were in the administration, were you an administrative 


At the time I was Commander in 1934, I was a state attorney and 
a state attorney, that is, as a higher civil service official, 


and given this cutye The transfor of the position 


effective one year lator. 


الا 
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Q ås personnel refcrendum, were you an administrative official? 

À Yes, hi;her official administrator, 

Q You were an administrative official, that is, a personnel refarm un in 
Prussia? 

À Yes, when I was taken over or became Chicf of tho Personnel Section in 

E 

1936, I was Regi.runzsrat, and in ti. + position ws a member of the Prussian 

2 E 3 و‎ p 
intcrior anc Regular Administration, 
Q Coulc a person, who was an employce of the Gestapo, state thet he cid 
4 = > + 2 


not approve of the work in the Gestapo since it had criminal goals and activi- 


ties, anc upon making a statement lik. that, leave the Gestapo, or was that 


practically impossible? 
À as I stated before, there were no such cases in which comply ces wanted 
to leave the Gestapo because of its supposedly criminal charactor, The reason 


for that was tha o dutie i activities of the Gestapo ware known to all 


a basic legal backink, 


dos 
Q Dic you know of the oxocutivo activities of the Gestapo? oro you ever 
presont curing interrogations or curin; arrests? 

å Yes, at times I made various official tours throughout Germany anc saw 
anc. checked upon the administrative activities of the Gestapo. During those 
tours I could not see any incication that the groups of the Gestapo wore in nny 
way conneetcd with the criminal activitics, 

Docs the witness know the functions of the Gestapo? 

WITNESS : 

BY COL. KAREU: 

Q A number of witnesses have declared that a lot of people were being 
mistreated and tortured during interrogations, Did the witness, as one of the 
Cisciplinary chiefs, follow up any of these complaints anc disciplinary actions 
concerning the treatment of prisoners? 

í The personnel section, as pointed out time and timo again, took disci- 
plinary ection risht away whenever an official was accused of mistronting a 
prisoner, Officials who dic this were discipline: or punishod, 

Q Tho High Tribunal either has to believe the testimony of the many wit- 
nesses who testified that thoy were mistreated by the Gestapo, or the Tribunal 

AS to believe the statements of one of the Gestapo men who states thet no such 
mistreatments actually took place an 
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I object to that question, 

CAPT. TUBRIDY: The witness may answer the question, 

WITNESS; I can only say that the directors of the Gestapo always pointed 
mistreatmait of prisoners was considered 
assault was to be punished sovaroly, 

BY COLONEL KAREU: 
Q I would like to know whether this decree forbicding people to leave th 
Gestapo only concerned the civil survice employees or whether it 2lso concerne 


the other employees? 


A Here we have to differentiate the time before the beginning of the war 


and the time after the beginning of the war. Before the war the civil service 


qaployces only had the possibility to leave the civil service employ entirely, 
and they would have, in this case, to forget all their requests for latar 
adventages, such as pensions, Anyway, I con't know of any such casos, However, 
the cmpLoyces were able to leave the employ by giving notice to quit, The 
eanployment office had to agree to this و‎ just like it had to agree when any 
employee left his job. 
the war had started, it was impossible for all mombors 
Gestapo to leave the employ of the Gestapo. 
COLONEL KREV: have no further questions, 

BY LT CMDR HARRIS; 

Do you mean it would be impossible to leave without permission of ones 
Suporior, as in your own case? 


Certain accusations wre made agai me because I loft the 


hank youe 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


I have one question, You answered bef oro, witness, upon a question of 
the American prosecutor و‎ as to whether any civil service cmployce was ever 
punished because he refused to be transferred to the Gestapo, in the negative, 
Did it happm at all that a civil service auployce refused such an order and 
that disciplinary procedure was started? 

A I do not know of any such case on in my opinion, it cic not happen, 


Q How coulc you explain that? 
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A Because tho anployoo thought that the Gestapo ike any other branch of 
the police, and any other branch of the interior and public administration, 
only had a lawful and fair goale 


D 


Drie 
BY DR, PELCKUANN: 
Witness, upon the question of the American Prosecutor, you stated boforc 
that if ad refused to be transferred to the Gestapo, disciplinary 
been taken and he would have lost his job, I ç you, is that 
correct? 
It is correct. 
Now I ask you, would the reason why a person refused to tronfar to the 
Gestapo influonce the extent of tho punishment or the action taken? I ask you 
to answer yes or no, Would it have . >26 any difference if ho would.ave cx- 
plained fcr what reason hk sed to be transferred? 
Yos. 
© You stated befo it you dontt know of any case where. Man would 
have been punished : | have lost [ job. But now, suppo: > person would 
have rcfused because he stated the Gestapo was carrying out erminsl activities. 
Would you say that all that would have been cone to that por vas to rolicve 


of his position? Don't y 


J 
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